DISPUTES   ABOUT   RELIGION               119

Fawkes was found watching over a score of powder
barrels. The leaders of the plot were either shot down
or executed. For the whole body of Roman Catholics
the result was disastrous. During long years afterwards
everyone regarded them as traitors at heart.

The Puritans also came to dislike the king more and
more. At the beginning of the reign they presented a The
great petition against certain ceremonies of the Church; Puritans-
they did not wish to use a ring in marriage, or the sign of
the cross in baptism. But the king did not yield. He
refused to contemplate any alteration in the government
of the Church, for he claimed to rule by divine right, and
it was the bishops and those clergy who believed In
episcopacy who were the most thorough-going sup-
porters of this claim. Hence James's saying, " No bishop,
no king ". It was easy to see that this attitude was much
disliked by his Scottish subjects, who hated bishops.

James managed to offend the religious feelings of
a large number of his subjects as much by his foreign Foreign
policy as by his acts at home. He wished to be a greatPo lcy*
peace-maker in Europe; with this object he strove hard
to arrange a marriage between his son Charles and the
Infanta, the Princess of Spain. James's subjects hated
Spain. They were much more ready to fight her than Marriages,
to make an alliance. They remembered the days of Mary
Tudor, and they hated the idea of another Spanish match.
The marriage, indeed, fell through, and instead Charles
married Henrietta Maria, sister of the French king. She,
too, was disliked because she was a Roman Catholic;
it was feared that she might convert her husband, or at
any rate bring him to favour English Roman Catholics.
This belief, although unwarranted, did much to make
Charles's subjects distrust him. And even when James
and Charles did act, as the nation wished to see them act,
on the Protestant side, they were very unsuccessful